
Going places

THAT’S ENGLISH!

Match the words in the box (1-4) to the types of transportation in the pictures (a-d).

Answer the questions.

READING
1

2

3

44

4

1 Which of these types of transportation do you think is the best for a tourist? And for a worker? Why?

2 What different types of transportation are available in your town?

Read the text quickly. What means of transport are mentioned?

Answer the questions. 5 Complete the sentences with the words 
highlighted in the text.

1 a black cab     2 the Tube     3 a double-decker bus     4 municipal bikes

a cb d

1  How long does it take to get from Heathrow to 
London by Heathrow Express?

2  What’s the quickest form of transport in 
London?

3  What time does the Tube usually open and 
close?

4  What should you buy if you are going to travel 
a lot on the Tube?

5  What are two advantages of taking a bus?

6  What are ‘Boris bikes’?

1  I think a bike is the best way to … the city.

2  The bus … is £3. Unbelievable! They don’t … 
so much in my town.

3  … are closed to cars, so they’re fantastic for 
walking and shopping.

4  Once you … the train, you should put your 
bags in the luggage area and sit down.

5  If you buy a … , you will have unlimited 
transport for one week.

6  If you come to London, I recommend you take 
a … on a double-decker bus.

7  I always enjoy … the shopping district of 
London whenever I feel like taking a walk.

Getting around London
London is one of the most popular destinations for 

European travellers. But before you arrive in this great 

city, you should plan how to get around.

If you come to London by plane, most airports have 

trains into central London that leave every 15 minutes. If 

you arrive at Heathrow, you should get on the Heathrow 

Express. Heathrow is 32 miles away, but this train takes 

only 15 minutes. Return tickets cost under £40.

Walking is a perfect way to see the sights, and London’s 

pedestrian areas have improved greatly over the last 

few years. But what is the fastest way to get to your 

destination when you get tired of strolling the busy 

streets? The London Underground, or ‘the Tube’, is the 

best way to avoid traffi c jams. It runs between 5 a.m. 

and midnight from Monday to Saturday, but on Sunday 

the Tube and train services start later and fi nish earlier. 

There are some 270 Tube stations in London, so there’s 

always a station close by. However, the Tube can be 

rather expensive, so you shouldn’t go to the Tube station 

and think, ‘I’ll buy a single ticket’. If you’re going to make 

several journeys, you should get an Oyster Card. An 

Oyster Card is a reusable transport pass which is much 

cheaper than an individual ticket.

Tourists enjoy seeing this picturesque city travelling on 

London’s world-famous red double-decker buses! Buses 

are also quite convenient if you are travelling at night, 

when the underground is closed. Special night buses run 

every hour.

London doesn’t have many hills, which is why cycling 

is such a pleasant and convenient way to get around 

– when it isn’t raining! Everyone is welcome to use the 

municipal ‘Boris bikes’, which are public bicycles for hire 

at more than 570 locations across London. How do you 

rent one? Well, that’s easy! Just swipe your credit card, 

get on a bike, and go! The fi rst 30 minutes are free! You 

can’t reserve a Boris bike, so whenever you come across 

a bike, take advantage and rent one.

Finally, why don’t you complete your London experience 

with a ride in one of the city’s iconic black cabs? However, 

make sure you have enough money before getting into a 

taxi because London taxis charge about £7.00 for a mile, 

with a minimum fare of £2.40. So, if your destination is 

far away, you may want to think twice before saying, ‘I’ll 

take a cab’.

London is an absolutely fascinating city to visit. As the 

famous writer Samuel Johnson said, ‘When a man is 

tired of London, he is tired of life’.
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