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St Valentine 
 

Task 1 Looking for love        
Discuss the following questions in groups.  

• What are the advantages and disadvantages of being single? 

• What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a boyfriend/girlfriend? 

• If you want to meet people in your country how do you go about it? 

• Is it easy or difficult to meet new people? 

• Do you think the internet is a popular way of meeting new people in your country? 
 
Task 2 Reading and matching exercise: 
Walk around the class reading the six different stories on display. Match each story to one of the 
following sentences.  

• In which story? 

  The person met her/his husband despite messing it up at work. 

 One person changed his/her plans to be together. 

 They used to be correspondents. 

 One person was trying to show off. 

 The girl had to make the first move. 

 They found they had a lot in common. 

 The person’s voice helped him/her to calm down. 

 One of the people was struggling at school 

 One person was unable to ask the other person for a date. 

 
Task 3 VIDEO 1           
Listen to the video and fill in the gaps with one word.  
 
1. St Valentine lived in the __________ __________.  

2. During his time, the Roman Empire was __________ ________ due to attacks from _________ 

tribes.  

3. The Emperor of the time thought that marriage made warriors _____ so he __________ it  to 

ensure the quality of his soldiers.  

4. While Valentine was __________, his jailor asked him to __________ his _______ daughter.  

5. The Emperor issued a ___________. It required Valentine to agree with him about the __________ 

on marriage thus, __________ ________ his religion.  

6. Valentine _________. Before his ________, Valentine asked for pen and paper. He signed a 

__________ message to his lover, From your Valentine.  
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Task 4 VIDEO 2           

 
Discuss the following questions and decide on a possible answer. Then listen to the video and 
compare.  

 

1. Valentine’s Day started 270 AD when the Emperor was ___ 
a. Augustus 
a. Claudius II 
b. Julius Caesar 

2. After Christmas, St Valentine’s Day is the day when more ____ are bought. 
a. presents  
b. flowers 
c. cards 

3. _____ receive the most Valentine’s cards. 
a. wives 
b. teachers 
c. sweethearts 

4. _____ of the gifts are bought by women.  
a. 75% 
b. 80% 
c. 85% 

 
5. The red rose is the favourite flower of 

____ 
a. Venus 
b. Aphrodite 
c. Cupid 

6. _____ of flowers bought on 
Valentine’s Day are bought by ____. 

a. 65%; women 
b. 73%; men 
c. 85%; men 

7. The number of roses given worldwide 
is ____ million.  

a. 50 
b. over 50  
c. just under 50 

8. The amount of chocolate bought for 
St Valentine’s Day is over____ million.  

a. $1 
b. $2 
c. $3 

9. Over _____ heart-shaped 
chocolate boxes will be sold. 

a. 35,000 
b. 500,000 
c. 35,000,000 

10. Each year, Verona receives many 
cards addressed to _____ 

a. Juliet 
b. St Valentine 
c. St Valentine’s lover 

11. ______ pet owners buy gifts.  
a. 35,000 
b. 50,000 
c. 9,000,000 

12. An estimated _____ of women send 
flowers to themselves.  

a. 12% 
b. 15% 
c. 30% 
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Task 5 -Speed dating           
Discuss the following questions in groups.  
 

• Have you ever heard of speed dating? 

• Do you think you can judge somebody's character in three minutes? 

• Do you think speed dating is a good way to meet people? 

• Do you agree with the saying, ‘First impressions count'? 
 

You are going to play a speed dating game: 
1. Invent a character for yourself. Fill in the details on your card. 
2. Set up the classroom for a speed dating event: chairs in twos around the room. 
3. Decide who is going to rotate every three minutes. 
4. Spend three minutes chatting to each person (in the character of the person on your role card). 
5. At the end discuss with the group and decide which couples you think should go on a second date! 
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STORY ONE 

"My great aunt was a librarian at a university where my great uncle was 

studying to be a teacher. He's very shy and thought she was pretty so he 

would go in and check out books as an excuse to talk to her. After about 

two months he realised he had a huge stack of books that were overdue 

that she had been too polite to remind him about, and he sheepishly had 

to carry them all back. She told him she would get rid of his fines if he took 

her to dinner. Three kids and 65 years of marriage later they're still the 

best couple I know.” 

STORY TWO 

"A friend had been on a flight from London to Australia to go travelling for 

a few months - she didn't have a full itinerary planned, but roughly knew 

what she was doing. She was travelling alone, but her seat mate struck up 

a conversation. They had a great time and found out they'd even studied 

the same subject at university. They parted ways when they landed in 

Hong Kong. When they boarded the next flight in Hong Kong, however, 

they found they were again seated next to each other. Upon landing in 

Australia, the guy was supposed to go on to New Zealand, but they both 

decided to ditch their plans, and travel together. They've been together 

ever since.” 

STORY THREE 

"My coworker is from Canada and her husband is from Texas. In junior 

school they were given random pen pals and just happened to be given 

each other. They continued to write and talk for the following years until 

they met. Eventually, she moved down here, they got married a little over 

a year ago and have just had their first kid." 
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STORY FOUR 

"My old chemistry teacher told me a cute story about one of her students. 

She had a boy who was brilliant but never tried and failed the exams as a 

result. The next year he was back and she seated him next to a pretty, 

very smart girl. You bet he worked his ass off to impress her. They're now 

married with two kids."  

STORY FIVE 

“An Air Force doctor told me about how she was in a combat zone and 

needed air support. The pilot who answered her call and picked her up 

had a really soothing voice, so she went out of her way to find him again 

and thank him for his help. They ended up getting married and have a kid 

together now.” 

STORY SIX 

"Back in the 1960s, one of my aunts was working as a waitress on roller 

skates and would go up to people in cars and serve them. She wasn't very 

good at the job and ended up spilling coffee all over one of her customers. 

She apologised and ran in to get napkins. When she came back, he gave 

her a piece of paper with his number and said, 'it was an absolute 

pleasure, let's get coffee again some time'. 50 years later, they still love to 

tell the story of how they met." 


